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HOMCEOPATHIC PRACTICE, 


Hyoscyamvs. 


In Hyos., erotic hallucinations are fre- 
qounh and a jealous feeling is connected 
therewith. 


Case. P—, a woman, twenty-five years of 
age, of a quiet, peaceable temper, after 
violent mental emotions had epileptic fits; 
subsequently she had, on the fifth day of 
her second confinement, several fits of a like 
character. On the 5th September she fell 
into a state of hallucination, and up to the 
18th of the same month was treated allo- 
pathically without result. 

In her violent paroxysms of rage she 
abused those around her, and tore whatever 
was near her; she evineed great solicitude; 
at intervals sung, whistled, langhed, mani- 
fested a fondness for kissing; pretended to 
be pregnant, to be in labour, ete. 

ell, 30, merely excited her, without 
effecting a cure. Hyos. diminished the 
violence. Verat. 12, on the 15th, produced 
sleep, and she became tranquil. From the 
16th of April to the 16th of May, she took 
Vérat., Acon., Helleb., Beil., Stram., without 
permanent relief. At present, the following 
are the 


Symptoms.—She is extremely excited ; 
raves when her wishes are opposed; she 
abuses and strikes every one indiserimi- 
nately; she is talkative; talks irrationally ; 
weeping alternates with a gladsome humour ; 
anxiety, with trembling of the limbs; this 
is ge aig by an abundant secretion of 
milk. 

After a repetition of the Hyos. all the 
symptoms were suddenly arrested; her 
health returned, and she continues well.— 
Annal. 1, 67. 


Case XL. A woman, thirty-seven years 
of age, addicted to drinking, fell into a state 
of mania. 


Symptoms.—Face red, hot ; wild looks ; 
breathing quick, irregular; is abusive ; 
continually eseaping from the house; tears 
her clothes; runs about the room at night; 
strikes violently at all around her, and is 
with difficulty quieted; will neither eat nor 





drink. J/yos. 2, one drop, cured her in 
twenty-four hours. 


IGNATIA. 


General Observation.—Ignatia will seldom 
or never affect a cure in astate of mind 
neither disposed to be frightened nor vexed. 
—Organon, Hahn, 

Particular Cases,—Case. A modest young 
woman, twenty years of age, after her 
monthly indisposition, evinced signs of in- 
sanity, lost at length all consciousness, 
and constantly indulges in unmixed, fixed 
ideas, 


Symptoms,—She fancies herself married, 
and that she is pregnant; is tortured through 
stings of conscience at imaginary crimes ; 
strives constantly to make her escape to 
drown herself. In consequence of pressure 
of blood to the head —_~ heart, she suffers 
as if from the anguish of death. She is 
wholly at rest only when she can lie down, 
perfectly unmolested, indulging her ideas, 
and expressing the same incessantly in a 
complaining tone; if she be therein dis- 
turbed, she screams out, strikes, and tears 
whatever she lays hold of, whilst she con- 
tinually cries that “she neglects her duty, 
breaks her oath;” face distorted and ead- 
avyerous; eraying for acids. It is difficult 
to induce her to eat, and when she has 
eaten, her conscience suffers an additional 
sting for having indulged. 

Several remedies, Bell., Hyos., Stram., 
Aur., Plat., Verat., had no effect; after 
Gratiola there was some remission. Then 
there set in paroxysms of rage; she was 
scarcely to be restrained, which state again 
subsided, and gave place to her former fixed 
ideas. 

Through the use of Jgnatia, continued for 
several weeks in the first, afterwards in the 
sixth, and at length in the ninth potency, 
she was perfectly restored. The menses, 
which were absent during her illness, again 
returned.— Arch. 15, 3, 30, and Arch. 16, 2, 
100, Gross. 

Case. A girl, nineteen years of age, of a 
strong, robust body, and sanguine tempera- 
ment, fell into a spasmodic state of laughing 
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a state of delirium, returning by paroxysms. 
Symptoms.—She knows not those standing 
around her; talks to objects as though 
present to her faney by strange names; 
supposes she is standing on a fearful height, 
and that she cannot come down again. 

Two doses of Stram. 9, then Jgnatia 8, 
restored her.— Allg. H. Ztg. 17, 376, Gr. 

Case. A lad, twenty years of age, of a 
sanguine-choleric temperament, of an active 
fancy, in other respects strong, well-fed, 


suffered undeservedly a bitter mortification, | 


after which he fell into a gastric fever, and 
subsequently into low spirits. 


Symptoms.—Head heavy; extreme weak- 
ness of the memory; forgets everything, 
even to dreams; hears with difficulty; sees 
as through a mist; sits still, immovably 
fixed, constantly thinking on the mortifica- 
tion he has suffered, during which he knows 
nothing whatever of what oecurs around 


him; likes to be alone; his thoughts of the | 


annoyance he has suffered prevent sleep till 
late ; sleeps restlessly, with starting in 
fright, and many dreams; pain in the left 
hypochondrium (region of spleen), increased 
by pressure and long walking. The hair 
falls out in great quantity; face earth- 
colored, sunken; voice tremulous, weak, 
with distortion of the facial muscles; does 
not like to speak; no desire for eating and 
drinking; immediately he begins to eat he 
is satistied and feels full; always cpld, 
particularly in the evening; very weak and 
aint; walks totteringly and cautiously ; 
evacuations from the bowels and bladder 
increased. 

Iqnat. 12, one dose, 
within fourteen days, a 


panes, eured him 
ter the dose, for the 
length of five days, a visible deterioration 
of the entire state preceded the cure.— Arch. 
10, 3, 104, Attom. 

Case. A girl, twenty years of 
sanguine temperament, unrestrained in joy 


e, of a 
and pain, fell into a state of melancholy after 
suppression of the menses. 


Symptoms.—Indifferent to everything that 
was once most dear to her; sits still by 
herself and weeps; fancies to herself one 
thing and another, particularly that she 
would be sick in mind; in all parts she 
complains of a tickling sensation, as if 
asleep; the go en seems to her as it 
were yoid of feeling; sleep dreamy, unre- 
freshing ; menstruation absent for the last 
two months. 

Iqnat. 2., repeated daily, eured her after 
several weeks.—Arch. 19, 1, 56, Gross. 


Case. A girl, seventeen years of age, 
rather weakly, after a fright began to suffer 
spasms and insanity; fourteen days’ allo- 
pathie treatment had no result, 


Siymptoms.—She fancies to herself that 
she cannot be happy, and weeps much; got 





sometimes into a sort of frenzy, wherein she 
tears her clothes, and can searcely be re- 
| strained by four strong persons. 


Ignat. 6 daily, one dose, cured her after 
six days.—Arch, 19, 3, 33, Griese. 


Case 1. A woman of forty years of age, 
suffered twice daily from the following, in 
perorysns. 

Symptoms.—Anxiety, restlessness, as if 
she had done something wicked, or as if she 
| had done something which led her to expect 
some great misfortune; she demeans herself 
in such a way that she can with difficulty 
be kept from weeping; with this the res- 
yiration is constrained, as though it were 
cg the stomach into the neck; faintness; 
| ineapable of work; shyness; the paroxysms 
| often last for one hour long; evacuations 
from the bowels indolent, insufficient; if 
wanting, so much the worse. 


Prescription —Iqnat. first trituration 
(2-100), ten grains, dissolved in four ounces 
of water; a dose five times in twenty-four 
hours. The paroxysm came merely once on 
the second and third day, then it disappeared 
altogether, and she recovered perfectly.— 
Schmid. H. A. and G., 126. 


Retrospect.—Iqnatia unmistakably is the 
proper medicine in disturbance of the mind, 
when individual conceptions have become 
fixed ideas, The patients dwell, if one dis- 
turbs them not in their ideas, partly regard- 
ing themselves, partly on matters extra- 
neously to themselves, and they fall into a 
more depressed state, which may pass into 
exaltation, if they are disturbed therein. 

The doses were commonly the lower 
potencies, and were oftentimes repeated. 

The relation of Jgnatia to the organ of 
consciousness and of self-esteem is unmis- 
takably expressed in the observations, 





Lacnesis. 


Case. A young man had become sick in 
mind by too intense study. 

Symptoms.—Extraordinary loquacity, not 
at all corresponding to his temperament ; 
holds uncommon » Needle in the most 
select terms, but springs rapidly from one 
subject to another, and treats of the most 
heterogeneous subjects. With this he is 
proud and distrustful to those around him. 
Lachesis 30, soon cured him,.—Arch. 14, 1, 7, 
Gross. 


To the Editor of the Northampton Mercury. 


Sm,—To combat all the abuse of Hameo- 
pathy by writers who evidently know no- 
thing about the system they are attacking, 
would oceupy too much of your space and 
my time without doing the slightest good, 





It is, however, rather curious that your cor- 
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respondent, Common Sense, should, by way 
of proving the absurdity of the homeopathic 
principle, give us an illustration that sup- 

rts it. He says, “With burns, unfortu- 
nate experience in my own family has taught 
me that cooling things are best, and not tur- 
pentine, ete. A mixture of lime-water and 


oil is so cooling and soothing, that Iam sure | 


no one who has ever tried it will ever use 
anything else.” Now, both lime-water and 
oil are extremely inflammable substances ; 
they are both full of calorie or heat, and 
consequently, the admission that your cor- 
res 
Hahnemann’s great principle similia simili- 
bus. 
the effect of the — of certain sub- 
stances with the substances themselyes. A 
bottle of boiling water placed in a linen bag 
and hung up in the sun, and kept constantly 


wet with the strongest spirits, will become | 
/ral result of Hahnemann’s provings are 


cold sooner than by any other means. Here 


we have the heat of the sun and the heat of | 


the spirits extracting the heat from the 


water; that it is the extreme degree of | 
| (Exposition de la Doctrine Médicale Homeo- 


cold, produced by the more rapid evapora- 
tion of spirits than of any other fluid, that 


extracts the heat from boiling water does not | 
interfere with the principle similia similibus. | 


As to Common Sense’s remarks in reference 
to snow being the best application to frozen 
limbs, it reminds me of the Brahmin who, 


upon being shown the impurity of the 
Ganges water by some being placed ina | 
microscope, exclaimed, “You mistake the | 


matter; it is not your glass that shows the 
impurity of the sacred Ganges, but the 


purity of that sacred water which shows | 


the impurity in your glass!” Everybody 
knows that to restore vitality to a frozen 
limb you must produce warmth init. The 
question is, what is the best method of pro- 
desing that warmth? and universal expe- 
rience teaches us that it must be produced 
by the application of snow, and not by any 
warm siiteuee. Your correspondent will 
not, I presume, affirm that friction with 
spirits or oil, or warm water, would have 
the same beneficial effeét as friction with 
snow. Really, Sir, it is melancholy to see 
prejudice carrying men to such an extent as 
to try to write down asystem of which they 
evidently know nothing, by using arguments 


and illustrations which, not having well con- | 
| R.C.S., Faust, Common Sense, and many 


sidered, only confirm the system they wish 
to erush, 

But we will leave such writers to them- 
selyes, and, with your permission, I will 
state the opinions of those who have follow- 
ed the far more dignified course of testing 
the truth of Dr. Hahnemann’s great princi- 
ple of the healing art before writing upon 
the subject. Dr. Henderson, Professor of 
Pathology in the University of Edinburgh, 
in a letter which he addressed to Dr. Ferbes, 
in reply to an article of his in the British 
and Foreign Medical Review, and which let- 





ndent makes is an affirmation of Dr. | 
| they take this medicine in various doses, and 
Both your correspondents confound | 








ter is published, together with some more 
ealiuie papers by Dr. Russell, in his work 
entitled “ Homeopathy in 1851,” makes the 
following statement :—“ The members of the 
Homeopathic Society of Vienna have be- 
gun to subject the Materia Medica of Hahne- 
mann to a rigid experimental serutiny, and 
as their mode of proceeding is worthy of be- 
ing followed as an example, I transcribe this 


| short account of it, and its bearings on the 


credibility of Hahnemann. “The members 
meet, and to each is given a portion of the 
medicine to be experimented with, without 
telling him what that medicine is. At home 


write down all the effects they have pro- 
duced ; they then meet again, and each reads 


| over the symptoms it has produced on him. 


Thus there is ebtained a series of testimo- 
nies from well-qualified and independent 
observers. They have found that the gene- 


perfectly accurate, and have expressed their 
admiration of his skill as an experimental 
and faithful describer of his experiments.’ 


pathique, 2d edition, Paris, 1834.)” Your 
correspondents who so ridicule the homeo- 
pathic principle, similia similibus curantur 
(like enres like), are not, I presume, aware 
that, although Dr. Hahnemann determined 
the method by which the prineiple might 
be carried out with practical effect, he does 
not lay elaim to the merit of being the dis- 
eoverer of it, but quotes it from the works 
of Dr, Stahl, an eminent physician of the 


| old school, who practised at Halle in 1694, 


and who thus writes:—“The rule admitted 
in medicine, to treat diseases by remedies 
contrary or opposite to the effects which they 
produce is completely false and absurd, I 
am persuaded, on the contrary, that diseases 
yield to agents which produce a similar dis- 
order (similia similibus).” This passage from 
Stahl is quoted by Dr. Hahnemann in his 
great work “Organon.” Here we find an 
eminent physician of the allopathie school, 
who was in 1687 physician to the Duke of 
Weimar, in 1694 was appointed to the pro- 
fessorship of medicine, anatomy and chem- 
istry, inthe University of Halle, and in 
1716 became physician to the King of Prus- 
sia, asserting the absurdity of the system of 
medicine so earnestly contended for by M. 


others, and asserting the soundness of the 
homeopathic principle, so ridiculed by these 
writers, upwards of eighty years before 
Hahnemann thought of them. I could bring 
forward much more in support of Homeo- 
pathy, and I shall, with your permission, 
return to the subjectagain, because, I repeat 
it, the cause of Homeopathy is the cause of 
humanity, but I must for the present con- 
elude. Your correspondents will, I hope, 
yardon me for saying that true wisdom never 
indulges in abuse and ridicule of a science 
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which attracted the attention of such men 
as Stahl and Hahnemann, and many other 
equally eminent men of later date; and al- 
though they may differ in opinion from them 
—and discussion is the best method of find- 
ing out truth—yet, in the language of Dr. 
Henderson, “the contest may be condueted 
as it becometh gentlemen to contend, with- 
out rash imputation of unworthy motives— 
without appealing to the prejudices and 

assions of the ignorant—without wilful un- 
airness and without discourtesy.” (Rus- 
sell’s Homeopathy in 1851, p. 82.) 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A. MP. 


AN ESSAY ON HOMCEZOPATHIC 
STATISTICS. 


By Joun Ozanne, M.D. 


Dr. Ozanne has contributed a series of 
some twenty-five papers to the Hommo- 
pathic Times, under the above title. These 
papers are ably written and cannot but 
convince the impartial reader of the 
superiority of homeopathic practice. The 
following is from the Times of the 16th ult. 

We now have to discuss a question of 
vital importance to Homeopathy, in the 
gy stage of its progress. It is this— 

at is the mortality in pneumonia entirely 
left to nature? or, in other words, how far 
is pneumonia curable by dietetic measures 
alone # 

The solution of this question may not 
appear to many of our readers to be a 
necessary part of our inquiry into the 
statistics of Homeopathy. They may per- 
haps think it superfluous, and look upon it 
as prolonging unnecessarily this series of 

apers to an unwarrantable length; we, 

owever, beg leave to differ from them, and 
to declare that we cannot arrive at a satis- 
factory conclusion in our Essay on Homeo- 
pathic Statistics, without giving to the 
solution of the question our most careful 
attention. The following extracts from Dr. 
Forbes’s well-known article on “ Homeo- 
pathy, Allopathy, and Young Physic,” in 
the British and Foreign Medical Review for 
January, 1846, will, we trust, justify this 
proceeding. 

After giving some account of the results 
obtained by Dr. Fleischmann, at the Ho- 
mceopathie Hospital in Vienna, Dr. Forbes 
remarks :— 

“What, then, it will naturally be asked, 
is the explanation of the momentous fact 
we have announced, that a considerable 
number of diseases have been and perhaps 
continue to be treated as saccemsfally by 
homeopathists as by allopathists# Js tt 
that the one kind of treatment is as good as 
the other? Is rr tuat Homa@oratny 
tauz?” (p. 250.) 





Dr. Forbes says that he gives to both 
these queries an unequivocal and decided 
negative. A little further on he tells us on 


what conditions he would consent not to 
They are as fol- 


reject Homeopathy. 
lows :— 

“In a ease so extraordinary, so marvel- 
lous, it may be said, as that of Homeeo- 
pathy, nothing short of the most positive 
and demonstrative evidence of its eurative 
powers can be accepted; nothing, in short, 
will suffice but the experimentum crucis of 
a comparative trial, on the large scale, of 
its powers, on the one hand, and of nature's 
powers on the other. Until it can be 
proved by clinical experience on an ex- 
tended field, and on two parallel groups 
of similar diseases, that Homeopathy cures 
better than nature, we are warranted by 
every principle of philosophy not merely 
in doubting, but in denying its truth” 
(p. 251). 

And in the following page:— 

“ But such being our estimate of the 
character and powers of Hlomeopathy, on 
what principle can we explain the fact, 
above admitted, that diseases have been 
cured and continue to be cured alike under 
its ministration and under that of ordinary 
practice? Js # that Atvoratuy is false also? 
or is it that, to obtain an explanation of the 


fact, we must pass by both, and fix on some 


THIRD POWER coincident with both, yet belong- 
ing to neither ? 

“We cannot give to these queries, as to 
the former, either a simple negative or 
simple positive reply. In answer to the 
first, we would say that Allopathy is cer- 
tainly true, in a limited sense, that is to say, 
it unquestionably possesses, to a certain ex- 
tent, the power of curing diseases. It is, 
however, not true in an absolute sense, or in 
a sense in which it is regarded by some, 
inasmuch as it does not cure a great pro- 
portion of the diseases it is supposed to 
eure. In answer to the second, we admit 
that there is a third power, common to or 
coincident with both, which, while it ex- 
= all the triumphs of Homeopathy, re- 
duces those of Allopathy within much nar- 
rower limits than its more zealous votaries 
are wont to assign it: this is the PowER oF 
NATURE,” ‘ 

These extracts fully show us what ob- 
stacle we have to remove, before we can 
expect from the profession that degree of 
attention to the results of homeopathic 

ractice which their character requires. 

hat before its removal no real advance 
ean be made by Homeopathy in the esti- 
mation of medical men we fully believe, and 
hence we think it right to endeavor to re- 
move it, by means of the facts which the 
researchesof the allopathic school of Vienna 
have brought within our reach. 

The question now arises, how are we to 
proceed in order to treat the subject in the 
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way best suited to the tastes or prejudices of 
physicians of the present day? Owing to a 
cireumstance arising from the publication 
of Dr. Forbes’s article on Homeopathy, we 
find no difficulty, with reference to this 
question, in deciding upon the best course 
to be pursued. 

Subsequently to the publication of his 
article, Dr. Forbes thought it advisable to 
open, in his Review, a seetion for the 
Natural History of Disease. At the same 
time he invited his readers to supply him 
with their observations upon this subject, 
and upon Homeopathy. Accordingly, 
several communications, bearing more or 
less upon them, were inserted. Among 
these we select a letter of Dr. Symonds, 
consulting physician to the General Hospi- 
tal of Bristol, as our guftde; both because 
it emanates from a man of ability, well 
known to the profeasion as the contributor 
of several articles to periodical and other 
medical works, and because we feel con- 
vineed that Dr. Symonds’ remarks are ex- 
actly those which would be made by others 


of the most advanced in the allopathic por- | 
| observation; 


tion of the profession. 


Dr. Symonds does not feel disposed to | 
grant so great a share in the cure of dis-| 
eases to nature, and so small a one to art, | 
as Dr. Forbes. “The question before us,” | 


says he, “is, whether it is safer to leave 
diseases to their own course, or to interpose 
what we call remedies? And really this is 
& very frightful question to be asking at 


the present date of the world’s history, | 
'is there any antecedent improbability that 


when medicine has been proposed as an art 
two thousand years and more! What! is 
it a probability admitting of debate, that 


of the countless swarms of ghosts that have | 
= ‘the melancholy flood,’ medicine | 


as introduced to the ‘grim ferryman’ 
those whom kind Nature would have held 
back? But we need not frighten the ima- 
gination with horrible surmises of forth- 
coming corollaries from a possible conclu- 
sion, which, if it were true, would be one 
of the mournfullest truths in the univerze” 
(p. 558).* 

A few lines lower down, he says: “ Now, 
it would be contrary to all other experi- 
ence under the sun, if it should be dis- 
covered that men of genius and patient 
observation have for two thousand years 
been watching a certain set of phenomena, 
with a view to altering them and making 
them serve their purposes, and have tried 
a number of experiments to that effect, and 
yet have accomplished nothing or next to 
nothing!” 

Certainly we must admit that there is 
tome improbability in the fact, if its antece- 
dent probability alone be considered. But 
in scientific questions, we ought never to 


* British and Foreign Medical Review for Octo- 
ber, 1846. 





jedge on @ priori grounds of facts which 
are within the reach of experiment or ob- 
servation, Yet such is the manner in 
which these questions are dealt with by 
| fepare in the nineteenth century! But 
et us quote further from Dr. Symonds. 

“It has been urged by one very estimable 
writer, that Homceopathy ought to have a 
fair experimental trial, and that it is unjust 
to reject the system on @ priori evidence. 
But to this I would answer, that life is not 
long enough for making experiments, unless 
they are suggested by some antecedent 
probability. Because a dreamer or dupe 
tells us that he has a method for extracting 
sunbeams from cucumbers, are we, in order 
to show our freedom from prejudice, to 
waste poe time in putting his non- 
sensical process to the proof?” (p. 564.) 

Therefore, on account of the want of 
antecedent probability that physicians have 
gone wrong for two thousand years, and 
because there is no antecedent probability, 
in the eyes of allopathists, that Hommo- 
pathy is true, these gentlemen will not con- 
sent to have recourse to experiment or 
because, forsooth, precious 
time would be wasted in order to put non- 
sensieal processes to the proof! 

We thus find that our task will consist 
in the attempt to solve the following ques- 
tions:— 

1. Is there any antecedent probability that 
the traditional treatment of pneumonia, 
since the time of Hippocrates, has been 
based upon sound, scientific grounds, and 


this treatment is either useless or inju- 
rious? 

2. Are the traditional treatment of pneu- 
monia and the treatment usually adopted 
in the present day, and more especially 
blood-letting, consistent with the present 
state of our knowledge of the pathology of 
pneumonia? or, in other words, is the usual 
treatment, and more particularly blood- 
letting, indispensible or even justifiable on 
the “principles of rational medicine ?” 

8. Is the usual treatment of pneumonia, 


and more capectadly the practice of vene- 


section, found, by experiment and observa- 
tion, to yield better results than those ob- 
tained by leaving this disease to the sole 
power of nature? 

4. What is the influence of this treat- 
ment on the symptoms and duration of 
pneumonia, and upon the mode of its ter- 
mination ? 

One more quotation from Dr. Symonds 
before we dismniss him, in order to proceed 
with our task, 

Like many others, Dr. Symonds thinks 
that if medicine were generally practised 
in accordance with the dictates of the best 
authorities, the results of practice would be 
such as to leave no further desideratum to 
the allopathist :— 
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and the operation of remedies observed and 
made use of, after the methods and rules 
laid down and illustrated by Dr. Williams, 
in his ‘ Principles of Medicine,’ and by Dr. 
Watson, in his ‘Lectures on Practice,’ (I in- 
stance these works as typical in their respec- 
tive departments), both the profession and 
the laity would have practical proofs of im- 
provement in our art, sufficient, I think, to 
satisfy them that knowledge has been sought 
in the right tracks.’ (p. 563.) 

We likewise feel Hepencd to offer our 
tribute of praise on both of these works, 
which deserve, in every respect to be con- 
sidered as standard authorities in allopathic 
medicine. We have quoted Dr, Symonds in 
support of our estimation of them, because 
we have selected them as the best specimens 
of what can be said both on the theory and 
on the practice of medicine at the present 
time, on the allopathic side, and as the sub- 
jects of our remarks in all that concerns 
allopathy. We ought to add, that Dr. 
Williams deserves our especial attention, 
because he has appeared before the world 
—not the profession only*—as,an antago- 
nist of Homeopathy, and as the champion 
of the medicine founded on the so-called 
“rational principles.” 

I. Is there any antecedent probability that 
the traditional treatment of pneumonia, 
since the time of Hippocrates, has been 
based upon sound scientific grounds, and is 
there any antecedent improbability that this 
treatment is either useless or injurious ? 

This question would be deserving of con- 
siderable developments, if this were the 
place for entering into the complete solution 
of it, We cannot, however, do more at pre- 
sent than ive it a very brief notice. 

There are two modes of viewing it: the 
first, from the point of view of empirical 
medicine ; the second, from that of “ ration- 
al medicine.” Of course, in our remarks 
we allude chiefly to the use of blood-letting, 
which is, if we take the evidence of the his- 
tory of medicine, very ancient indeed ; mer- 
eury and antimony are comparatively recent 
discoveries. 

We know nothing of the reasons which 
led the empirics first to bleed in pneumonia. 
It is probable, however, that their practice 
in this respect was an imitation of that of 
others who bled upon theoretical grounds, 
whose guides were the “rational principles” 
of their times. 

But once admitted that the empirics had 
bled, it is easy to understand why they 
should continue to employ venesection, 
quite irrespectively of the ultimate results 


* Atthe Brighton meeting of the Provincial Me- 
dical and Surgical Association, in 1851, resolutions 
against Homiopathy were adopted. The eighth 
resolution decreed the insertion of the Report not 
only in the medical periodicals, but likewise in The 
Times, Morning Post, etc. 





THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCOPATHY. 





of the practice. For we may look upon it 
as a fact established by observation, and of 
which we, as cari ey are fully 
aware, that a copious blood-letting usually 
relieves a patient affected with pneumonia, 
especially if practised in the early period of 
the development of the disease. nis fact 
has been recently, and by comparison with 

neumonia left to nature, more fully estab- 
fished by Dietl, of Vienna, in his work on 
“ Blood-letting in Pneumonia.” 

In his eighteenth aphorism he says:— 

“No other means ean relieve the pneu- 
monie difficulty of breathing in the same 
degree as venesection.” 

And in the twenty-fifth :— 

“The frequency of the pulse decreases by 
venesection, even whilst the blood is flow- 
ing, as it is well known.” 

Thus we may look upon it as an estab- 
lished fact, that whatever may be the ulti- 
mate results of this mode of treatment, 
blood-letting usually relieves the patient: 
hence a reason why blood-letting may have 
been and probably always has been resorted 
to, since its effects, supposed to be benefi- 
cial, were first shaniest 

A new series of experiments was requi- 
site, in order to decide whether the relief 
was anything more than temporary, dnd 
whether it was on the whole beneficial or 
otherwise. Diet] has undertaken experi- 
ments with this view, as we shall see in our 
next paper, 

We cannot, therefore, look upon the prac- 
tice of the empirics in medicine as at all cal- 
culated to establish an antecedent presump- 
tion in favor of their mode of practice, un- 
less, at the same time, another series of pa- 
tients left entirely to nature could be found, 
with which to establish a careful eompari- 
son. 

We now come to the theorists, dogma- 
tists, or whatever else we may call them. 

There is a strong reason why we cannot 
admit their practice to have been grounded 
on what are called, in the present day, “ the 
rational principles” of medicine. 

. The reason is the following: physiology 
and pathology, the groundworks of rational 
medicine, are entirely the creation of mod- 
ern times. Indeed, we can searcely look 
upon them as half a century old. Nay, 
more ; the very theories upon which Dr. C. 
LB. Williams, the great advocate of rational 
principles, bases his treatment of inflamma- 
tion are scarcely fifteen or twenty years old, 
as we shall see in our next paper. Di ra- 
tional medicine not exist before that time, 
or, if it did, was it not based upon errone- 
ous doctrines? Yet, if so, in what does the 
treatment of the present day in pneumonia 
so far differ from that of Hippocrates and 
his school and that of Galen? Did not Hip- 
pocrates or his followers bleed to incipient 
deliquium animi, as it is now done? Did 
not Galen often bleed twice in one day, as 
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it is now done? Did he not draw as much 
as fifty ounces of blood at one bleeding, as it 
is now done ? 

We cannot, therefore, admit the authority 
of tradition as sufficient to prevent us from 
having recourse to ExreRIMENT and OnsERVA- 
rion as the true tests of our knowledge in 
practical medicine. 

(To be continued), 





THE CHOLERA AT POSEN—HOM(@0- 
PATHIC PROPHYLACTICS. 


The following extract, from an account 
in the Hamburger Correspondent of 24th Sep- 
tember, of the cholera epidemic at Posen, 
dated Posen, 20th September, testifies to 
the good effects of homeopathic prophylae- 
ties in the cholera, which has so lately de- 
vastated that city. “Of the so-called pre- 
ventives, the homeopathic have gained 
great credit. There was much demand for 
them in both our homeopathic pharmacies. 
People praise their good effects, 


HOM@®OPATHIC MEDICAL CON- 
VENTION. 


A Convention of Homeopathic Physicians 
of Washington, Warren and Saratoga coun- 
ties, was held at the Fort Edward House, in 
village of Fort Edward, on Saturday the | 
16th inst., pursuant to a circular call. After 
some preliminary conve? sation, Dr. Wolcott, 
of Whitehall, was called to the chair, and 
the Convention organized by the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Cole, of Easton, chairman, and 
Dr. Perkins, of Waterford, secretary. 

The Convention then resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on the adoption of a 
Constitution, and a Medical Association was 
instituted for mutual improvement and fur- 
therance, under the name of the “Homeo- 
_— Medical Society of Washington and 

aratoga Counties.” 

The Society is to be open to all Physicians 
who acknowledge Similia Similibus Cu 
rantur as the only known law to cure, after a 
favorable report from a Board of Censors. 

A Constitution was mip mcs and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen officers for 
the ensuing year. 

President, Dr. B. F. Cornell, Moreau Sta- 
tion; Vice-President, Dr. E. B. Cole, Easton ; 
Secretary, 8. G. Perkins, Waterford; Trea- 
surer, W. G. Wolcott, Whitehall; Censors, 
Z. Clements, Victoryville; D. J. Easton, 
Saratoga Springs; W. G. Waleott, White- 
hall. 





The remaining time of the Convention was 
consumed in reports of interesting cases of | 
disease, and of the action of remedies, both 
path ogenetic and curative, wherein all the 
mem bers partook. 

A resolution was passed, inviting pub- 
lishers of newspapers in the vicinity to in- 
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sert the proceedings, and the Convention 
adjourned to the Annual Meeting at Sara- 
toga Springs, on the 3d Wednesday of June, 
1853. 

L, G. Perkins, Sec’y. 


THE HOM®OPATHIC AND ALLOPA- 
THIC PRACTICE IN ACUTE PNEUMO- 
NIA CONTRASTED. 


By Greroe Duyn, M.D. 


On Thursday, March 13, at noon, I was 
requested to visit Miss 8. L., aged eight 
years and eight. months; of a lymphathie 
temperament, stout, robust frame, mild and 
amiable disposition. I found her in bed, 
breathing hurriedly and noisily, very fever- 
ish, pulse 130, coated tongue, offensive 
breath, and dry, hot skin. There was 
acute ‘€ to the slightest touch under and 
around the right clavicle and upper third 
of the right side of the chest, increased by 
the movement of the body or of the right 
arm. On closer examination, the upper 
half of the right lung was found to be con- 
gested, and on percussion (which was 
painful) yielded a dull sound; the erepitant 
rhonchus, so constant in the first stage of 
pneumonia, could be distinetly heard with- 
out the aid of a stethoscope, which I had 
not at the time with me. These symptoms 
accurately pointed out the nature on seat 
of the complaint, which could be no other 
than a very severe and sudden attack of 
inflammation of -the lung; there was no 
complication. On inquiry it was found that 
the patient had had rigors about five 
o'clock in the morning, which her elder 
sister, who slept in the same bed, attributed 
to play, and told her “not to shake the bed 
so ;” this was clearly the onslaught of the 
disease, and reminds one more of the sud- 
den attacks of soldiers and others exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, than the 
usual modes of attack on those who are sur- 
rounded by every care and comfort. The 
respirations at this early period were from 
fifty to sixty in the minute; this symptom, 
with the noise and distress which it ocea- 
sioned, was very alarming to all around, 
and no time was lost in applying the pro- 
per remedies, Aconite was immediately 
administered, and as I was going a short 
journey in the country, expecting to be 
absent about two hours, I desired the dose 
to be repeated every hour until I returned. 
This was faithfully attended to; and on my 
return, though the breathing was as noisy 
and hurried as before, yet the pain and un- 
easiness were a little abated, and Aconite 
was continued every two hours. At bed 
time considerable relief was experienced 
and though the patient got only about two 
hours’ sleep, she was not restless, and early 
in the morning she was more quiet, the 
sputum was more easily expectorated; it 
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was rusty, and later in the day tinged with 
blood. I saw the patient four times before 
five, rp w., on Friday, and the symptoms 
were already much les urgent. Phosphorus 
3 had been substituted for the Aconite with 
marked benefit; after each dose her attend- 
ant noticed that on administering it the 
respirations fell ten in a few minutes, At 
five vp. m., after my fourth visit, I had again 
occasion to see a patient in the country, 
and during my absence there was a slight 

asm in the affected lung, for which, had 

been present, a dose of Hyoseyamus would 
have been given; this very naturally 
alarmed her attendant, who sent for the 
medical man I had named, should any 
emergency arise; he not being at home, the 
nearest medical man was sent for, who did 
not either proceed to the sick-room to ad- 
minister to the necessities of the case, or to 
allay the fears of her anxious attendant. 
The first gentleman sent for coming in, and 
at once proceeding to the bedside of the 

atient, the parley was stopped, and when 
They both appeared at the bedside the spasm 
was gone; and they told the attendant that 
though the case was one of doubt, there 
was nothing alarming in the patient’s case. 
On my return I hastened to see the case, 
and met the medical gentlemen in the 
drawing-room, after they had seen the 
patient, and I said there can be no doubt 
about the disease, much as we may differ 
about the treatment, and they both agreed 
(or appeared to do so) that the disease was 
acute inflammation of the right lung; for 
which one gentleman told me he would 
deplete, and the other told me he would 
not. After this they took their departure, 
and I visited my patient, and finding no 
trace of spasm left I again administered 


Phosphorus, and it was truly delightful to 


see how beneficially each dose told; the 
respirations, which had been sixty, falling 
to thirty at midnight. When I left my pa- 
tient, I called on my way home at her 
grandfather's, who lives in the town, to say 
that I considered my patient out of danger, 
and this I could do most conscientiously and 
truthfully, seeing that the pulse had fallen 
to a hundred, and the respirations, from 
sixty, had fallen to thirty in as many hours. 
I was then aware that I had the disease 
under control, and the Phosphorus was 
ordered to be continued every four hours. 





On Saturday morning the temperature of 
the atmosphere had fallen considerably; | 
there was a sharp frost, and a keen north- 
east wind blowing. I found my patient 
easy, lying on the side affected; but the | 

ulse had risen to 106, the respiration to | 
orty in the minute; no pain. I had to ap- | 
proach quite close to the patient to count | 
the respirations, which the day previous 
were readily heard on the landing, and | 
even down to the drawing-room on a lower | 
floor; expectoration scanty, and without 


tinge of blood. As the bowels had not acted 
sinee Wednesday evening, I administered 
an enema of gruel and castor-oil, which was 
not long retained. I must here confess that 
I did this, not thinking it particularly re- 
quisite, but because such stress is laid upon 
purging by the generality of people, who 
seem to agree with Messrs, Morison, Hollo- 
way and Co., that yiolent purging ean cure 
all diseases that flesh is heir to; the enema 
had very little effect, and I intended after a 
while to administer a second. 

The anxious parents, arriving from a dis- 
tance (having been summoned by the friends 
at my request) put a stop to my further 
progress, which, I will say, had been emi- 
nently satisfactory during the forty-six 
hours that I had attended; the pulse, from 
130, had fallen to 100; the respirations, 
from sixty, had fallen to thirty; but owing 
te a keen frost and a north-east wind, the 
latter had risen to 40, the former to 106, but 
this was unattended by distress, After an 
interview with the parents, and after I had 
introduced the mother to her daughter, I 
took my leave, promising to return in an 
hour; this, however, was not permitted me. 
A family consultation was held, the result 
of which was that my patient, though pro- 
gressing rapidly towards cure, was “a 
out of my hands without my being sum- 
moned to hear the reasons for such a step. 

I do not blame the parents, to whom, 
medically, I was a stranger, and for whom 
every allowance, under the Saye cireum- 
stances, ought to be made. For what I here 
advance I have a competent witness to bear 
me out, one who bad had inflammation of 
the lung, and had been cured by my treat- 
ment, and one who has had much experi- 
ence in sickness and of medical men, and 
one also whose veracity wil! not be doubted. 

Forty-six hours had I anxiously watched 
this truly terrifie onslaught of disease, and 
amendment had Sowell every dose admin- 
istered; I have nothing to regret, nothing 
to reproach myself with, Had I been 
favored by Providence with a milder tem- 
perature and more genial weather, the pro- 
gress would probably have been more rapid; 
but under every disadvantage in this respect, 
I will defy any candid man to say that 
under any treatment the progress would 
have been greater. 

Let us now change the scene, and give a 
truthful diary of what was called “active 
treatment,” and if the old school of medi- 
cine has nothing better to oppose to acute 
inflammation of the lung the sooner it 
ceases its operations the better; for it has 
been demonstrated by Dietl, who collected 
the statistics (these statictica are from his 
own practice) of three methods of cure, viz, 
bloodletting, Zartar Hietic, and diet ouly, 
that the latter was by far the most success- 
ful; for whilst the mortality was 20 per 
cent. by bleeding and Yertar Enmetic, it 
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was only 7 per cent. by the treatment by 
diet only. Bat to our case: the first dose of 
drugs that was administered was a Calomel 
powder, then immediately followed two 
LEECHES ON THE PIT OF THE stomach. This 
latter application, I confess, astonished me 
very mue because the inflammation was 
raging in the right lung, and not in the 
stomach ; true it is there was tenderness to 
ressure on the whole precordial region, 
Put in a general inflammatory state there 
would be tenderness to pressure nearly 
throughout the entire body, particularly 
when this inflammatory state arises from 
cold. These measures naturally irritated 
the patient very much, and both pulse and 
respirations rose, the former to 130, the 
latter to sixty in the minute. After four 
hours, the Ca/omel powder not acting, it was 
followed by a second; and in four hours 
more, no action being produced on the 
bowels, by the two, a third was given, 
which succeeded in purging all good and 
bad matter from the stomach and bowels, 
and this concluded the first twelve hours’ 
work, which we may as well review. 

In the morning, at 10 a.m, the patient’s | 
mise was 106; respirations had risen to} 
forty, owing to a cold north-east wind and | 
keen frost; the expectoration was free from | 
blood, and easily coughed up; the patient 
was quiet, easy, and free from pain, /ying 
on the side affected. Twelve hours later a 
marked change had been effected by what 








was called) and as far as the bowels were, | 
| him for several days. 


concerned, most truly) “active treatment ;’ 
the pulse had risen to 130, the respirations 
to sixty in the minute ; the patient prostrate, 


irritated, and much very much worse in| 
| being discontinued, a little wine being sub- 
| stituted to bring back (vain hope!) the 


ot rrspect. Two more leeches were or- 
dered, and applied a little to the right side, 


but only one took; a dose of fever mixture, | 


ordered to be taken every four hcurs, The 
patient passed 2 most restless night, weak, 
and complaining—not of pain in the lung, 
but from sheer fatigue of purgings, leech- 
ings, and nauseousdrugs, Morning arrived, 
and with it the medical men (of whom I 
will say none could have been more atten- 
tive), when the treatment was continued. 
Another leech was applied, the mixture 


continued every four hours, and in the even- | 
ing a blister was applied, and this, with | 


much examining, and consequently dis- 
turbing the patient, closed the second day’s 
proceedings. 
worse was again apparent, and the medical 


men, as wel! as the friends, despaired of her | 
life; her strength wes wasted by the varied | \ 


means of dep] 


been allovwe 


stion, whilst the disease had 


undisturbed poszession of th 


lung, and the distress of the poor patient, | ¢ 


weak, restless, and breathing sixty times in 
& minute, may be imagined, but cannot be 
described. 





Monday and Tuesday the proceedings 


were little varied; oaly one purge was 


A marked change for the | 


given, and one more blister applied. The 
weakness was too alarming even for the 
depleting school; all hope by such treat- 
ment was gone. 

On Wednesday, chancing to meet one of 
the medical men, who verified the above 
account of the treatment, I told him plain- 
ly that such measures would kill the patient, 
and unless some specific treatment was ap- 
plied to the lung, the only diseased part, 
the patient would soon die. I pointed out 
the means by which he might save his 
friend’s child ; I appealed to him in the most 
earnest manner; I entreated him to alter 
the treatment and save his patient—there 
was yet time. I offered him thé remedy; I 
desired him to use it not as a suggestion of 
mine, but his own; I begged him to keep 
both the fame and the emolument ; I showed 
him statistics of the large homeopathic hos- 
pitals, where the mortality from pneumonia 
is astonishingly low, abeut 3 per cent.; I 
told him of the uniform success of the treat- 
ment on the lower animals; I referred him 


to a gentleman in the town, whose son was 


on the point of death from double pnen- 
monia, which case appeared in the Homeo- 
pathic Times last year; I also told him what 
disgrace would await him and his colleague, 
if, after taking my patient away who was 
doing well, they dosed her todeath. He ap- 
peared impressed with the truth of what I 


| advanced, acknowledged that the patient 


was beyond their means of cure (or at least 
so I understood), but I heard no more from 


A great change in the temperature com- 
ing on during the same afternoon that this 
conversation took place, and the drngs 


strength they had so needlessly wasted, a 
| lull in this frightful storm took place; the 
| patient beeame less distressed, she took 
|}more notice, the respirations fell to fifty, 
and during Friday night they reached their 
lowest point under the depleting method, 
| which was forty-five, never to recede so 
llow again. Providence was extremely kind 
| to these gentlemen, and granted them two 
| days of south-west wind and a mild tem- 
pores, Here was a golden opportunity, 
mut how was it employed! in giving wine 
| and barley water to woo back a portion of 
the strength thrown away; 
{ 


and with Saturday’s change ] 
. a 


so recklessly 
in the tempera- 
lily rose to sixty 


' , 
ture the respirations 





and nwards ; another mercurial purge, 
lwhich seted four times. and a « ymposing 
| powder at bedtime, closed Saturday’s treat- 
| ment, and the patient was a wreck pitiable 
| ree old 
Can we wonder at the ecolozsal fortunes 
‘de by the Morizons, Holloy sys, Wors- 








delle, and the great and inci ux tribe of 
lrastic Crenchers, when we see two respect- 
jable medical men, of long standing in the 
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town, employing a whole week, during | done pm much for her, she would now ‘have 
which time there is a raging inflammation | been convalescent, The little patient ex- 


going on in one lung, in violently purging 
the bowels of a poor little girl who had 
taken little or no food for ten days, and 
who, moreover, was neither laboring under 
obstruction or even slight constipation. 
Sunday. Just nine save after I had been 
superseded, a third blister ushered in the 
day’s proceedings, and Zartar Emetiec, with 
wine and barley-water, made up the treat- 
ment ; the respirations rose above seventy ; 
patient exhausted and less tractable. 
Monday. Change of wind to westward ; 
temperature mild, even warm ; respirations 
reduced a little below sixty ; more nourish- 


ment taken, less wine, but disease in the) 


lung still untouched. Fever mixture every 
four hours, wine every two, and a composing 
dose at bed-time, which procured a quiet 
night, after which the medical men were 
astonished that there was no amendment; 
oe (that true barometer in acute 





uarter past two on Sunday 


pired at a 
sank calmly to everlasting 


nforning, an 
rest, 

After dropping a tear on this litle child’s 
grave, let us in all sincerity and truth pass 
in rapid review the principal points worthy 
of notice, and endeavor to profit by them 
for our future guidance. A very sudden 
attack of inflammation, in whatever part of 
the body it occurs, is sure to awaken the 
attention of the patient and friends; and as 
the attack is pa so must the treatment 
be prompt, or the patient either dies sud- 
denly or some organie change takes place 
in the part of the body inflamed. But when 
any such change takes place by total neglect 
or ineffectital treatment, the victims often 
only eseape sudden death to linger out a 
painful and weary existence. It will be ad- 
visable to state the different modes of treat- 
ment pursued by the old school of medicine, 


inflammation of the lung) sixty; patient) and that which has been found so sure and 
weak and hectic; medicine and wine con- | efficacious in the new or homeopathic, and 
tinued; a composing dose at bed-time. | then draw our conclusions as to the best. 


Another quiet night; respirations higher in 
the morning, above sixty ; patient evidently 
sinking ; mixture every four hours ; a blister 


I may here observe that I most firmly 
believe in the honor, the worthiness, and 
benevelence of the medical profession. I 


to the back, making the fourth ; and all hope | believe that most of its members are anxious 


one. 
Sasi the combined attacks of disease and 
doctors, but is evidently sinking under such 
fearful odds. 

Thursday. Allowed to have anything 
she asks for; ate roast beef, whilst a Liister 
was gnawing at her back. But why pursue 
the painful details further; the Prussic 
Acid, the Mercury and Chalk, the Rhubarb 
and other matters equally appropriate, may 
be left without comment. Let us await the 
end, which cannot be far off, to make a few 
remarks upon the different modes and the 
different results of the homeopathic and 
allopathic treatment of inflammatory attacks 
in general, of inflammation of the lungs in 
particular. 

Friday morning. Great pain, restlessness, 
and irritability; sinking fast; a few brief 
hours, and all will be over. 

Saturday, 29th. The poor little patient 
still lives, but the end is now very near. 
For fifteen days and nights has the fond 
mother watched with the greatest ages 
to witness some change in the little suf- 
ferer’s condition, but has watched only to 
see life ebbing out. Oh, that medical men 
would ponder on the awful responsibility 
that devolves upon them in such cases, and 
study the better method of healing! If art 
can do no more than has been done in this 
case, better, far better, leave it entirely to 
Nature, because it has been clearly demon- 
strated that such cases get well under diet 
only ; and I am firmly of opinion that, had 
this little patient been continued under the 
homa@opathie treatment, which had already 


The little patient struggles bravely | 








to heal the patients that apply to them as 
speedily, as easily, and with as little incon- 
venience and expense as is compatible with 
efficiency ; and this is as true of allopaths 
as homeopaths. I do not credit the tales of 
sordid avarice that are so frequently and so 
unserupulously circulated about medical 
men, At the same time Iam ready to admit 
that the medical body has unworthy mem- 
bers belonging to it; and to these and to all 
I would humbly but earnestly say, “ Yours 
is an honorable and a mighty trust; to you 
the lives of parents, brothers, sisters, and 
dear children are readily and in the most 
unbounded confidence committed; take care 
not to abuse the high confidence reposed in 
you. You have the power, and I mistake your 
character very much, if you lack the will to 
serve honestly, to the best of your abilities, 
those confided to your eare.” “We must also 
bear in mind that very great responsibility 
attaches to all the acts, as well as to the 
words, of a medical man. If his acts are 
reprehensible—if his words are charac- 
terised by levity and insincerity—if he 
merely visits his patient to senda pill or a 
potion, his mission is abused, and he onl 

fulfils the worst parts of it. If he deine 


himself and his language in mystery—if he 
does not open his entire confidence to the 
patient, the latter cannot view him other- 
wise than as a necessary evil, and will be 
glad when he is able to dispense with his 


services. It is not thus that medical men 
ought to be viewed, nor are they when they 
fulfil their mission aright. A patient, how- 
ever poor, who confides his secrets to a 
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medical man, reposes a confidence which | druggist, or, still worse, to the patent-medi- 
ought never to be abused, and deserves to|cine vendor. 


be treated with the utmost kindness and 
consideration. The twin evils, poverty and 
sickness, that such a patient labors under, it 
may not be in the power of the medical 
man to remove, but he may alleviate the 
pangs eaused by them ; and if he cannot do 
this even, he can pour words of sympathy 
and kindness into the wounds, and these 
never fail to have a soothing and happy 
effect; and when death cannot be bafiled 
longer, a “word in season” may be spoken, 
which may touch a chord that will vibrate 
beyond this earthly dwelling. 

e profession that can count among its 
members a Hahnemann, a Hope, and an 
Abercrombie, and a long list of living wor- 
thies imbued with like feelings, may well 
feel proud. These are the beacons that 
ought to guide us on our path, which is fre- 
quently a rugged one; the lights we must 
be guided by, if we would attain that emi- 
nence which should be the ambition of all. 
I think I can discern a yet higher eminence 
for the medical profession than it has ever 
yet aspired to; but it is only perhaps a 
pleasing dream, and I need not name it here. 

Having said that I give credit to medical 
men for truth and benevolence, for probity 
and a desire to use the best means to cure, 
I yet must confess that, knowing how defee- 
tive their means are to combat acute inflam- 
mations—seeing that, when young and inex- 
perienced, they bleed and purge, and when 
older and more experienced, they abstain 
from these often destructive and always 
harsh means—I say I must confess that I 
am grieved to see them shut their eyes to 
the great law of Nature revealed to them 
by the immortal Hahnemann. I know not 
by what means they are to be convinced of 
the truth and beauty of that law, but of 
this I feel persuaded, that their refusal to 
study that Jaw will, sooner or later, bring 
upon them the contempt of the public, and 
go far to deprive them of that share of 
remuneration they would be entitled to, if 
they used the best method of eure. We do, 
however, bear in mind that it is the fate of 
all great reforms in science, as well as other 
subjects, to be ridiculed by the very men 
who ought to be the first to study and to 
test them. In regard to Homeopathy, this 
is easy enough, as any man, not wilfully 
closing his eyes, may see at any moment; 
but if medical men persist in ignoring 
Homeopathy, a day is not very distant when 
they will find themselves ignored by the 
public. 

I have been led to these remarks from a sin- 
cere desire to see the members of the profession 
improve their position; for it cannot be 
doubted that the uncertainty of physic, as 
practiced by a great majority of the pro- 
fession in England, is rapidly sinking the 
character of medical men to the level of the 
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Inflammations are treated 
generally by allopathie practitioners by 
bleedings, blisterings, purgings, vomitings, 
Antimony and Mercury: end this is prac- 
tised, more or less, with little variation, 
wherever the seat of the inflammation may 
be. Is it in the brain, to bleed, blister, and 
give Calomel and Antimony is common; is it 
in the throat, the same treatment is applied ; 
is it in the lungs, we have seen how our lit- 
tle patient fared from day to day; and 
wherever the seat of the inflammation, the 
same destructive, often dangerous, and 
always weakening means are used. The 
uselessness of such means is attested by the 
selfsame practitioners, faithfully represented, 
as we must suppose, by the Editor of the 
Medical Times, who, in an abusive article 
against us poor homeopaths, made use of 
these remarkable words: “It must, how- 
ever, be admitted that bleedings, blisterings, 
and purgings, used to allay acute inflamma- 
tions, involying a tedious illness and a slow 
convalescence, contrast unfavorably with 
the no-treatment by Homeopathy, and a 
CONSEQUENT SPEEDY RECOVERY.” 

We have seen that, whatever be the seat 
of the inflammation, some or all of these 
methods of depletion are made use of to 
allay it; but the plainest and simplest mind 
must be aware that, if a patient contracts 
a pleurisy, he can have no more blood in 
his body than ke had an hour previous to 
the attack, and if the blood concentrated 
unduly on one organ can be made to leave 
that organ—in other words, if the equili- 
brium ean be restored—there can be no 
oceasion or excuse for reducing the whole 
quantity of blood in the body, thereby 
“involving tedious iliness and slow convales- 
cence.” Now have we a remedy that will 
restore the equilibrium without depletion of 
any kind? Do we possess a prompt and spe- 
cific remedy! I answer, without hesitation, 
we do; but it is not, as it is in allopathic 
practice, always the same remedy. In pleu- 
risy, for example, we have Aconite or eae. 
nia; in the lung, though Aconite is useful to 
begin with, yet it would not do all that is 
needed, and here we use Phosphorus or 
Bryonia, when the pleure are involved; in 
the brain, Belladonna ; in the liver, Mercury, 
Nux Vomica, ete. 

Here is a wide difference between the 
two treatments: in the one, depletion for 
all; in the other, remedies harmonic to 
each. The results are still more striking. 
Pleurisy I have known to be cured in 
twenty-four hours; double pneumonia in 
two or three days; and a cure by homio- 
pathie remedies does not mean a long con- 
valescence, and a host of tonics, bitter beer, 
wine, and a residence at the sea-side, but 
health, rosy health, in a comparatively short 
time, 


If such be the results of the different 
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treatments, if, after recovery from inflam- 
matory diseases by the depleting or allo- 
pathic method, there is a slow convales- 
cence, frequent relapses, and such expen- 
sive means of recovery, sometimes, alas! 
leading to habitual inebriation—whilst re- 
— homeopathic remedies is speedy, 
and needing no such delusive and often 
seducing means—how long, it may be 
asked—start not, allopath (if any such 
read these pages), start not when I ask 
how long such dangerous and destructive 
means are to be allowed? The rack, the 
torture, the whip, the mild stocks even, 
have been swept away by a more philo- 
sophic and humane treatment of criminals. 
Are medical men to be longer allowed to 
be the only seourges of their race, when all 
other a punishments are about to be 
abolished? Do linveke the power of the 
legislature on your heads? I wish to 
imitate the Wakleys, old and young, who 
would gladly consign a benevolent man to 
Newgate! » I wish the same measure 
to be meted out to you that the Toogoods, 
Inglises, and Co. would mete out to us? 
Far from it; but it is time that public 
opinion raised its voice against nao ase- 
less, barbarous, and destructive measures. 


It is time that the public insist on your | 


reasons for still goading them to death 
with your laneets, your blisters, your burn- 
ings, and your poisonous drugs. e publie 


have insisted on a keen supervision of | 


lunatic asylums, where the manaele, the 
dark cell, the galling chain, have given 
way to sympathy and kindness, light and 
air. Shall you be longer allowed to hold 
despotic sway over the liberty, the limbs, 
the lives of the people! You, forsooth, 
affect to be greatly shocked when your 
imitators, the Morisons, Coffins, and Co., 


drug an ignorant dupe to death. You kill | 
in a similar manner, aye, and with like | 


means, but you are authorized—you hold 


a diploma. No jealous Wakley can touch | 


you; the diploma is your license, and you 
fear no tribunal. 
Are all who practice the old method to 


be thus condemned? By no means: it is | 


only the men who persist, like their pro- 
totype Sangrado, in still using the means 
that are known to be so destructive. Is 
the practice of Chambers, of Locock, of 
Clarke, and many learned and experienced 


physicians, deserving the censure I only | 
wish to pass on the officious Sangrados | 


and drug-dealers? Send a patient to such 


an one as these, and see with what care he | 
avoids drugs in hopeless eases, and how | 


homeopathiecally he treats epidemics, not 
only for the eure, but for prevention. Is 
he ignorent of the homeopathic law? It 
is only the Toogoods and Co, who abuse 
it, without knowing enything of it; and 
this class bring ridicule upon themselves, 
and not on us. 


; Can that practice be guided by érue 
| medical science, which allows each member 
‘to give a different guess as to the ailment, 
and a different remedy for its curef Has 
|Gop given to dogs and wild animals reme- 
| dies for their ailments, and instinct when to 
juse them and where to find them? and has 
| He given to man, who wears His image, the 
‘animal, the vegetable, and the mineral 
| kingdoms in vainf Has He endowed man 
| with sense to read the stars, and denied 
| him the powers of mind sufficient to select 
a remedy for his ailments? "Twere blas- 
phemy to think so, Nature’s laws are 
simple, but never varying. They cannot 
be altered or twisted to suit our :nterests; 
and the immortal Hahnemann has diseovered 
the law of healing as surely as Newton dis- 
covered the laws of attraction and gravita- 
tion. In true science all is certainty, uni- 
formity, simplicity, and beauty; in pre- 
tended science, such as the old slid of 
drugging, all is guess, doubt, and eomplica- 
tion. Consult a hundred medical men of 
| the old sehool, and each will make a differ- 
ent guess at the ailment, and each will cer- 
| tainly give a different remedy. Consult 
again a hundred homeopaths, and if they 
will study the case, they each arrive at the 
same remedy, without pretending to guess 
about the ailment at all. Which is more 
| worthy the name of science? 

I admit that the kindred seiences have 
advanced with rapid strides to perfeetion— 





anatomy, physiology (which, aided by the 
microscope, leaves little more to be known), 
| chemist ry, botany, ete.; but the home@opath 


) avails himself of this inereased knowledge 
| as much if not more than the allopath. Can 
the same advance be claimed for the prac- 
tice of medicine? lt can; but not for the 
old school, which has rather retrograded 
than advaneed. 
There is a fashion too in medicines, as 
well as in coats. I remember well when 
Jodine was first introduced ; it was a rarity 
|to see a prescription without it in some 
| shape or other, and a great many were half- 
poisoned by its continued and inappropriate 
use. Now Cod-liver Oil is in fashion, and 
in mary cases is very valuable, but its in- 
| discriminate use is sure to end by its being 
discarded altogether. In short, there is 
nothing more uncertain and tess amenable 
| to rule than the modern allopathic practice 
of physic; contrasted with the Snies- 
pathie, it is as darkness opposed to light. 
The latter is a science, a law of Nature, a 
divine gift, which cannot be too highly 
praised or too highly prized; the former, a 
| chance, always hurtful in some degree, even 
| when it cures. The one is health-giving; 
‘the other life-destroying. It is time to de- 
\sist. I had only intended to give a short 
‘history of this unfortunate case, and I have 
| been surprised into writing a pamphlet. 
| Let it pass, 1 could do no less; and if it 



























aS iene a a - ae 





THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCGOPATHY. 101 








information on this all-important subject, I 
shall be repaid for the pain I have under- 
ne. 

Let no man, however, practice Homeo- 
pathy who looks more for emolument than 
the good of mankind; still less let him 
practise it, if he wishes to sail down life’s 
stream in a pleasure-boat wafted by a 
gentle and fair breeze. He must be pre- 
pared to be buffeted about on the rough sea 
of life, looked upon more as a pirate than a 
regular trader. He must be prepared to 


see all laws of courtesy and honor set aside | 


where he is concerned; nay more, his 
friends of yesterday will be his foes to-day; 
the man who would sit at his table and 
break bread with him to-day, to-morrow, 
hearing that he is a hommopath, is ready 
to break his head or his heart, and use 
every spiteful means to do him wrong. 
have felt this acutely—I still feel it keenly; 
but I feel also that I possess something 
more valuable than the fragile friendship 
which ean be broken by a difference of 
opinion. I possess a divine truth ; and no 
pecuniary sacrifice, no loss of friendship, no 
contumely, no ridicule that may be heaped 


upon me can make me for one moment | 


waver as to the course I shall continue to 
pursue. I certainly do prefer the open foe 
to the false friend: I prefer the rapier in 
my breast to the muck-fork in my back. 
On the platform, in the press, in a congress 
of medical men, I am ready to defend the 
law that I have studied, the practice that I 
follow. Ihave poured out my feelings on 
paper, currente calamo, whilst death hoy ered 
round the bed of my amiable patient. I 
will desist and say, reqguiescat in pace !— 
Hom. Times. 
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In a few hours, however, the vessels 
have contracted, and they and the heart 
adapted themselves to their diminished con- 
tents, and nature thereupon resumes her 
attempt to carry the disease through its 
proper stage. The pain returns, the pulse 
rises, and the oppression augments. Bleed- 
ing is again resorted to with immediate 
relief, and the same phenomena recur. At 
the third bleeding, we arrive at the period 
of the natural decline of the disease, and 
consequently no more excitement appears. 
‘Now, then, we have cut it short at last,’ 
says the doctor, smiling complacently. 
‘Yes, says the gratified patient, ‘that last 


awaken one of my colleagues to seek further bleeding did the business; but what a pit 


— 








| you did not take more at first, and stop it 
|at once.’ With care and good management 
all goes on well, and by degrees the patient 
|; returns to his former diet and habits. If, 

| however, he happens to be a person not of 
ja robust constitution, matters go on more 
| doubtfully, and after partial reeovery he 
| finds his strength permanently shaken, or 
| perhaps falls into chronic disease, and ulti- 
| mately dies, or after a long struggle he may 
| regain his former health. 
' 





“Tf we attend to the observation of na- 
ture with a view to co-operate with her, and 
not simply to take her by storm, we shall 
| be guided in our practice by the indications 
| which she presents. In small-pox, for ex- 
lample, or measles, sthe excitement often 
| runs very high in the first or eruptive stage, 
and means are required to moderate it. 
sut if we bleed too freely, it is well known 
that the eruption (which we shall suppose 
| to have come out) will generally disappear, 
and inereased danger to life ensue, because 
the order of nature being forcibly interrupt- 
ed, some internal disease is brought on, or 
the system sinks exhausted. Whereas if 
instead of bleeding excessively, we keep the 
| patient very quiet, in a cool, well-aired 


}room, and administer cooling drinks, mild 
| laxatives or antimonials, and reserve bleeding 
| for cases of necessity, the probability will be 
| much in favor of recovery. To apply this to 
| the pleurisy. Instead of being intent on cutting 
| it short, the moment we ascertain its exist- 
jence, we would have respect to its natural 
| course and duration, and reserve our means 
| to carry it safely through its regular stages. 
| So far as my observation goes, cures would 
|be more numerous and complete were this 
principle followed. If a severe bleeding ids- 
turbs fatally the progress of small-pox eruption, 
may it not also, when unseasonably used, in- 
juriously influence the course ef internal inflam- 
mation, and lead, for instance, to fatal oppres- 
sion or effusion? We know that de facio it is 
a very rare thing to cut short a smart inflam- 
mation by a severe bleeding; but is that a 
| reason for bleeding again whenever the pain 
returns? I think not. If the inflammation 
_ threatens to run very high and endanger life, 
| then depletion becomes a reasonable alterna- 
| tive, but not so if it resumes merely its normal 
or regular course. If regard were had to the 
| nature of the disease, I am convinced that 
| many cases in which blood is very freely drawn 
| would do well and better by much milder 
| means ; and that in many where blood-letting 
| is really needed, a great deal might be spared 
in point of quantity, with much future advan- 
tage to the constitution. Take, again, the 
beginning of a severe cold or influenza. We 
know that de facto it will increase for several 
days, after which the feverish state will decline. 
If, to foree it away, we begin with hot drinks 
and sudorifies, we invariably increase the 
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keep quiet in bed, moderately cool, eat little, 
and drink mild tepid fluids when inclined for 
them, abstain from mental excitement and an- 
noyance, the feverish state will be kept down ; 
and if we then give a good sedative antimonial, 
we shall rarely fail to elicit free and relieving 
perspiration, and to break the force of the 
disease. If we go out during the rising stage, 
we make the cold more severe, but in the 
second stage we do good. In the former 
meat is injurious, in the latter, useful. The 
principle holds with a slighter cold, but is of 
course modified in its operation. 

“ Even the causes of disease, and remedies, 
themselves produce their effects in a regular 
order, according to fixed laws which we ought 
to study and respect; but in practice we disre- 
gard this. Itis no answer to say, ‘ Oh, they 
have acted quite differently in A. B. from what 
they did in B. C., and therefore they can have 
no determinate effects.’ But find out the dis- 
turbing cause which interrupted the regular 
course in B. C., and the uniformity will become 
apparent enough. Such a cause must exist, 
whether we know it or not. Having practi- 
cally no regard to the laws of the constitution, 
we are apt to overlook their influence on the 
operation of causes of disease, and to consider 
nothing in the light of a cause which has hap- 
pened more than a few hours before. We 
forget that there is always an interval of 
hidden action in the system itself before the 
effect becomes palpable to sense. Take hydro- 
} :obia as a very striking example in proof. A 
person is slightly bitten on the finger, wipes it 
with his handkerchief, and forgets all about it, 
till at the distance of two or three months 
symptoms of hydrophobia suddenly show them- 
selves, and he is speedily carried off. In the 
interval, he was unconscious of any change 
going on, and none was remarked by his 
friends. Yet nobody can deny that during a’) 
that time the poison was in the system, and 
producing changes of which the fatal paroxysm 
was the result. Even in the ordinary contagi- 
ous diseases of smal!-pox, scarlatina, fever, &c., 
several days of silent internal working 
always intervene before the poison takes visible 
effect. This indicates the operation of fixed 
and determinate laws presiding over the pro- 
duction and course of diseased as well as of 
healthy actions. We never see a disease start 
up ine*intly after the application of its cause, 
nor fui health suddenly take the place of active 
disease. We see the inhalation of fixed air 
induce immediate death; but it acts not by 
giving rise to disease, properly speaking, but 
by withdrawing one of the essential conditions 
of life. It is no proof of the absenve of fixed 
laws and a determinate course, to say that the 
same cause does not always produce the same 
results. The constitutional state upon which 
the cause acts is often different, and hence an 
impossibility of the result being identical under 
every variety of circumstances. 


faver by adding to the excitement; but if we| “ By 
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thus insisting on the necessity of a 
more complete and faithful observation of the 
course of nature, and of acting more systemati- 
cally according to her guidance, | am far from 
meaning that we are to sit with our hands 
across, and allow things to take their own way. 
So far from it, it is certain that the principle | 
inculcate would demand more watchfulness, 
and give room for a nicer exereise of judgment, 
and a more consistent, and, I believe, success- 
ful treatment. . Disease arises either from the 
habits of the individual, from accidental causes, 
or from peculiarities of constitution acted upon 
by these. Hence, on being called to a patient, 
the first step in the natural investigation is to 
examine the constitutional qualities, to make 
ourselves acquainted with the mode of life, feel- 
ings, &e., and to trace the manner in which 
the cause has acted or continues to act. All 
these influences vary greatly both the nature 
of the disease and its probable course. They 
also bear directly upon the kind of treatment 
and its probable success. If, however, we are 
content to regard disease as an entity, arising 
by chance and observing no laws, we shal! 
have no inducement to trouble ourselves or the 
patient with any of these inquiries. Such is in 
fact the practical faith of the great majority of 
professional men. They discover the exist- 
ence of an entity, which in medical works 
has a certain name, and knowing that in the 
same books certain remedies are said to be 
good for that entity, they prescribe them ac- 
cording!y, without giving themselves much 
concern about their mode of action or fitness 
for the individual constitution, age, or stage of 
the disease, and without inquiring whether 
there is anything in the mode of life tending to 
reproduce the malady or not. In many chronic 
ailments, removable causes are thus often left 
in full operation, while the effect is partially 
mitigated, but not cured, by the use of active 
medicines, and in a short time the whole evil 
returns in its full force. 

“* Whereas, if, proceeding according to the 
order of nature, we can trace the disease to 
any errer in the mode of life, to any external 
source of danger, or internal peculiarity of 
constitution, aggravated by either of these two 
conditions, we can convince the patient of the 
fact, and give him a rational and confiding in- 
terest in the changes which we may recom- 
mend, and thus not only promote his recovery, 
but render him proof against all the seductions 
of quackery. According to the prevailing 
kind of intercourse between patient and physi- 
cian, viz., unhesitating dictation on the one 
hanp,and ignorant obedience on the other—blind 
faith is the pivot on which their mutual con- 
nection turns, a faith which is thus necessarily 
at the mercy of the chapter of accidents, and 
is often supplanted by reliance on the first bold 
and confident quack who comes in the way. 
People wonder that quackery abounds, and 
medical men ask for power from the legisla- 
ture to put it down. They, themselves, how- 
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ever, are in no small degree its abettors, and 
they have the remedy already to a great ex- 
tent, although not wholly, in their own hands, 
If they who are educated, and should know 
better, accustom their patients to the princi- 
ples of quackery, by themselves treating 
them empirically, can they wonder that pa- 
tients wo are not professionally educated, and 
are trained and treated on purely empirical 


principles, should be as ready to listen to the | 


assurances of the quack as to those of the 
regular practitioner, whose manner of proceed- 


ing is often so nearly allied in kind, as to pre- | 


sent no very obvious marks of distinction from 


that of the quack? In fact, medicine, as often | 
practised by men of undoubted respectability, | 


is made so much of a mystery, and is so nearly 


allied to, if not identified with quackery, that | 


it would puzzle many a rational onlooker to 
tell which is the one and which is the other. 
And this being the case, it requires no ghost 
from another world to explain why the pro- 
fession has decidedly sunk in public estimation, 
and does not exercise that wholesome influence 
on public opinion which it ought to do. If the 
mass acts empirically, it can, in the very 


nature of things, expect only the amount of | 


respect due to empiricism. The public mind 
has advanced immensely within the last fifty 
years, in elevation of view as well as in extent 
of knowledge. Medicine, however, has ad- 
vanced only in knowledge ; and, on Jooking 
back to the writers of 80 or 100 years ago, | 
incline to think that it has actually lost in 
elevation and comprehensiveness, and even in 


the perception of its own nobleness of sphere. 
If this be so, we must look within for the | 
sources of regeneration, and for the means of 
regaining a dignified and honorable place in 


society. The public mind has advanced, 
while, in scope and general principles, the 
professional mind has stood still. To regain 
respect and relative position, the latter must 
shoot ahead again, and, on doing so, will 
regain its influence also. 

“ Let us, however, return to the case of 
pleurisy as an illustration. It is in general a 
well-marked disease; its nature is supposed to 
be well known, and the indications of treat- 
ment as clearly understood as those of any 
malady to which the human frame is liable. It 


is, therefore, rather a favorable example of the | 
state of professional knowledge and principles | 


of treatment. And yet, what do we find? 
Are medical men agreed how it should be 
treated? They ought to be, as it is frequent 
enough in its occurrence to give ample oppor- 
tunities for experience: but they are not. In 
this country, many place their chief reliance on 
free and repeated blood-letting and mercury. 
In France, the plan of bleeding coup sur coup, 
in small quantities frequently repeated, is some- 
what in vogue. In Italy, bleeding was given 
up by many, and large doses of tartar emetic 
were resorted to. In Germany, the cure was 
often intrusted to homeopathic doses of ‘ medi- 
caments.” The strangé thing is, that pleurisy 
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is cured by, or at least pleuritic patients recover 
under, each of these plans, while also many 
recover under the ‘medecine expectante’ plan 
of lying in bed, drinking ptisan, and waitiag 
upon Providence. Even in this con: ‘ry, hows 
ever, a change has come o’er the spirit of my 
brethren within my own brief day. When I 
first opened my professional eyes, the lancet 
was in great vigor, and a well-employed medi- 
cal man almost lived in a stream of blood. 
| ‘Vigorous practice’ was the order of the day. 
'In typhus as well as in inflammation, the 
lancet was the sheet-anchor of many, and 
quantities of strong purgatives were adminis- 
tered, sufficient to put disease of every shape 
and hue to the rout. Take the same men of 
vigor now, at the distance of twenty-four 
years, and they will tell a different tale. It is 
no longer, * Be bold and decided and prompt 
| in what you do,’ but, ‘ Be watchful, and trust 
| something to nature.’ This diversity of opinion 
and practice seems to me to have arisen partly 
from different constitutional states, arising from 
changes of atmospheric or other influences 


‘affecting the prevailing character of diseases, 


| bat much more from all parties disregarding 
nature’s ipdications and efforts, and acting 
heterogeneously and without any rational prin- 
| ciple. In this way, I believe that under each 
| plan of treatment individual cases recovered 

which would have terminated fatally under a 
| different mode; but, also, that under all of 

them many died who might have been saved 

by a more rational and close adherence to 
_sound physiological principles. To these we 
|may be partially led even by a reference to 
the symptoms usually present. The sense of 
cold and shivering, which commonly precede, 
| would lead to the avoidance of exposure. The 
| pain, increased by breathing, inculeates abso- 
| lute rest and refraining from speaking. The 
| oppressed respiration requires, of course, purity 
of air more than ever. The heat and thirst 
|which soon arise demand cooling, simple 
| drinks, and oceasionally tepid sponging of the 
) arms and face. The local stitch asks for mild 
| emollients, such as bran poultices, and the im- 
| paired appetite requests the stomach to be let 
| alone. If the bowels are oppressed, a mild 
| laxative or lavement are indicated. 

‘Suppose the exciting cause not to have 
been violent or long-continued, and the attack, 
consequently, one of moderate intensity in an 
| average constitution, the probability is, that by 

the adoption of the above means alone the dis- 
ease will run through its course safely, and 
leave the constitution unimpaired. In this 
case, effusion of fluid will as usual take place, 
| be moderate in quantity, and be gradually 
absorbed. This effusion of serum, be it ob- 
'setved, is a natural provision—lst. for the 
relief of the vessels of the inflamed part ; and, 
2dly, for preventing adhesion between the 
pleura of the ribs and that of the lungs, and, 
consequently, for the preservation of their free 
play upon each other. When two surfaces, 
one of them inflamed, are placed in juxtaposi- 
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tion, and no fluid intervenes, adhesion takes 
lace, and hampers their mutual action. 
Vithin certain limits, then, there is no ad- 
vantage to be gained by preventing the 
effusion, supposing we could always do so. 
Tf we watch attentively, and find all going on 
regularly and smoothly, according to the 
method by which nature removes the in- 
flammation, why should we step in to pre- 
vent, say, any effusion? I believe that 
many of the extensive adhesions actually 
met with after death in persons who had at 
one time suffered from active pleurisy, are 
the results of over-active treatment inter- 
fering disadvantageously with natural pro- 
cesses. Adhesions occur also, however, but 
gto of small extent, from inflamma- 
tion sos 
the usual secretion, without leading to any 
effusion at all. 
“Again, suppose the exciting cause to be 
very energetic, the habit inflammatory, and 
the attack violent. We, of course, ought to 


be doubly rigid in the use of the means | 


above mentioned, and in addition we must 


watch closely, and come in time to nature’s | 


assistance to prevent mischief. The reac- 
tion may run so high as to induce disor- 
ganisation, or the effusion of an albuminous 
or semipurulent fluid, or to oter-excite the 
brain or heart, and produce distinct disease 
in them. Or the individual may have some 
infirmity of body, which renders it more 
dangerous to wait the usual course of 


events than to attempt to shorten or arrest | 


it. The thinking physician will take all 
these contingencies into account, and decide 
to act; but when he does so, he will still 
time his measures according to the law of 
nature. 

18th January. So far I had got, bit by 
bit, in my exposition; but, as writing fati- 
gues me, I must now break it short, and send 
this away. Keep it merely as a rough and 
unfinished outline, and not as a proper em- 
bodiment of my views. To bring out these, 
would carry me into writing not a letter 
but a book. I shall, therefore, not resume 
the subject, nor for a time must you expect 
any more letters from me. Yours, &e. C. 

(Zo be continued.) 


DIFFERENCES AMONG HOMCOPA- 
THIC PRACTITIONERS. 

It is desirable that harmony in views 
and feelings should exist among the practi- 
tioners of Homeopathy. They agree in the 
law of cure; they agree that attenuated 
drugs do effect the human system, both in 
health and in disease; they agree that “the 
whole of the symptoms taken together is 
the image of the malady reflected externally, 
which must indicate the remedy.” They 
also agree that that drug only can be a 


ight in degree as to have suppressed | 





| remedy which can cause symptoms in healthy 
persons corresponding to those of the dis- 
ease. They disagree in the attenuation of 
medicines and in the repetition of the dose. 
However important the dose may be, as 
well as its repetition, we do no not perceive 
the necessity for party feeling on this sub- 
ject. It is tolerably well established in the 
experience of homeopathists, that no one 
attenuation of remedies can be made a 
standard for a universal rule. One case 
eannot be cured by the 3d attenuation, but 
will yield promptly to the 30th. Another 
will not yield to the 30th, but will to the 
lower attenuations. Some cases can be 
| cured more promptly by the 200th attenua- 
‘tion than with any one lower. A single 
| dose will eure some cases, while many are 
| demanded by others. 

Because of these facts, it follows that we 
| may never reach a point in the attenuations 





| which is alike suitable to all eases. It must, 
| therefore, be left to the judgment of the 
| practitioner to do as well as he can; and, as 
j usual, one man’s judgment is better than 
| another, and of course one will be more skil- 
ful than another, which condition of things 
/ ean never be changed. We would, in view 
of these facts, urge that practitioners of our 
| school should no longer think and express 
ithe opinion, that owing to the unsettled 
state of the question about which they differ, 
| and as, in all likelihood, no satisfactory rule 
/can ever be adopted on that subject, that 
all take the common sense view of the 
|matter at issue, and admit what is really 
| true, that homeopathic physicians are in 
-harmony in their views of doctrine and 
practice ; and avoid the distraction that must 
exist in the ranks of the real advocates 
of Homm@opathy among the laity, as well 
as among junior practitioners. If any one 
has doubts of the effieacy of the high and 


highest attenuations of drugs, he need not 
denounce those who differ from him, but 
set himself to experiment, as he may have 
| opportunity, and by care and perseverance 
he will be able to test the subject and con- 
vince himself if he is right or wrong. 
There is, therefore, no occasion for an un- 
| pleasant word on this branch of therapeu- 
| ties. We do not see any reason why the 
| world should not behold what it has never 
| yet seen—a school of medicine, with thou- 
sands of members, in harmony in views, in 
| feelings, and in practice. This should be 60, 
, and we hope it will be so, 











